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is that these men never get out of debt, not one in a
thousand of them. In seven years' residence in Bahrein,
I have never yet met a diver who had * escaped from the
account book/ as the Arabs put it." l
There is, however, one difference (more apparent
than real, it is true) between the treatment of what
Dr. Harrison calls the slave pearl divers and the
peons of Central and South America. In the peon-
age system, the debt is, in nearly every case, the
obligation of the relatives, as well as of the debtor,
In the case of the pearl divers this debt is " not
transmissible," but, as Dr. Harrison points out,
this is no protection, because the filial loyalty of a
son binds him to his father's debt.              /
" Theoretically each boy starts out with a clean slate,
but too often the filial loyalty of the son is appealed to
and he assumes his father's debts. This plan allows
the old man to retire from his life of hardship, Nothing
suits the captain better, for thus the boy is deprived of
his only chance to keep free from the slavery that has
bound his father.1'1
The most recent information on the slave traffic
into Arabia which has come under my notice
comes from Commander Hugh Woodward, Royal
Navy (Retired). Commander Woodward at one
time commanded HJVL Sloop Clematis, He states
that the slave-dealing that goes on in these regions
is perfectly well known to all naval officers who
'l Tht Arab at Home, pp. 8o-8x,